DEATH AND CREMATION               379

in such manner that only the head is visible, and, having applied
fire, they are consumed to ashes. . , .

" The women were already poignarded and the greater number
of them in flames, before the dead body of the queen arrived, borne
on a superb Badi of pyramidal form, consisting of eleven steps, sup-
ported by a number of persons proportioned to the rank of the
deceased. . . . Two priests preceded the Badi in vehicles of par-
ticular form, each holding in one hand a cord attached to the Badi,
as if giving to understand that they led the deceased to heaven, and
with the other ringing a little bell, while such a noise of gongs,
tambours, flutes and other instruments is made, that the whole
ceremony has less the air of a funeral procession than of a joyous
village festival. . . . The dead body was placed on its own funeral
pile which was forthwith lighted. The assistants then regaled them-
selves with a feast while the musicians, without cessation, struck the
ear with a tumultous melody, not unpleasing. . . .

" At the funeral of the King's two sons a short time before, 42
women of the one, and 34 of the other, were poignarded and burnt
in the manner above described; but on such occasions the princesses
of royal blood themselves leap at once into the flames . . . because
they would look upon themselves as dishonoured by anyone's laying
hands on their persons. For this purpose a kind of bridge is erected
over a burning pile, which they mount, holding a paper close to their
foreheads, and having their robe tucked under their arm. As soon
as they feel the heat, they precipitate themselves into the burning
pile. . . . In case firmness should abandon them . . . a brother, or
another near relative, is at hand to push them in, and render them,
out of affection, that cruel office. . . .

" When a prince or princess of the royal family dies, their women
or slaves run around the body, uttering cries . . . and all crazily
solicit to die for their master or mistress. The King, on the follow-
ing day, designates those of whom he makes choice. From that
moment to the last of their lives, they are daily conducted at an early
hour, each in her vehicle, to the sound of musical instruments . . .
to perform their devotions, having their feet wrapped in white linen,
for it is no more permitted them to touch the bare earth, because
they are considered as consecrated. The young women, little skilled